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Hi everyone – Hope you are all doing really well, and that you’re

surviving the winter!!! A few more All Black wins should help I guess.

Thanks for taking the time to read this, to catch up on a bit of news

from both a PACT front and also from a Family front. It goes without

saying that both are really important to us!!

As a family we’re doing well, after a bit of sickness during the School Holidays. Neeley is a busy mom and

loving it!! Hard to believe but Arayah is now coming up 16 months old. People said to us before she was

born that we will forget what life was like before her – so true!!! She is lots of fun, full of life and giggles

and constantly astounding us with how quickly she learns new words and things to do!! We’re getting a

lot of “dadda, mamma, nana (she loves banana!), cracker and ball!!” – Too cute for words!! She’ll be

learning “Liverpool is the Greatest” before you know it!! The new activities for them this term sees

Neeley taking Arayah to Baby Gym and Mainly Music in Papakura. Arayah loves the wide open spaces to

run and play in and boogie-ing to the music!! She’s a real social girl as well so loves seeing other kids.

Here at work I’ve just ticked over the 3 year mark as Director at PACT.

While we do hear of many difficult situations families and students find

themselves in, this has definitely been a rewarding role for me thus far.

So let me tell you of a recent work highlight involving a High School student.

When I first met him at the beginning of 2007 his main topics of

conversation were drinking, fighting and quitting school. He was a good guy

– but definitely rugged around the edges.

Over the past couple of years I’ve seen him slowly but surely try to change

some of his behaviours, make some better decisions and pick up his game. In

the last week of Term 2 he told me he’s now decided to stay at school

through to the end of Year 13 so that he can gain enough credits to get a

career in the Armed Forces. Brilliant stuff!

After looking like he was

heading down a track called

disaster, he is now working his

way into a position where he

can, and I’m sure will, make a

worthwhile contribution to

community. For me it’s real cool

to be one link in the chain that

has helped him get there.

We also have our house for sale at the moment, so we’re hopeful for a favourable

outcome there.We’ve just got to the stage where we need a little more space. So,

if anyone knows of someone looking for a low maintenance 2 bedroom place in

Papakura feel free to get them to call me on 0274 388 646.



My very favourite thing that has began here is a weekly Community

Dinner. In association with the South Auckland Christian Foodbank

(they provide the food – we provide the facilities) we have been giving

a meal to up to 85 people every Wednesday night through Term 2 and

now into Term 3. Most of these are families that either PACT or the

SACF are working with.

Each Wednesday night people come here to the PACT Community

Centre with their families where we have the pool tables and games

out for them to play on. Then when everyone is seated we share a

thought of the week, we serve a meal – with dessert – and when

people are ready they leave full and happy. I love that we are able to sit

down with people from all walks of life, share a meal and conversation

and have community together. It’s a cool thing to be a part of! Again big

thanks to all those volunteers that make it possible!!!

Many of you will know that I’m a big U2 Fan. In a book I’m reading, Bono is quoted as saying 

“I was talking to Noel Gallagher [from the band Oasis] about my dad, who lost his faith toward 

the end of his life. And Noel asked, “Does he believe in God?” And I said, “I don’t think he knows.’ 

So Noel went, “Well he’s one step closer to knowing now.” And I thought, “I’m going to write that 

song…”

I read this and thought that for PACT and even for many of us as individuals a lot of what 

we do and why we exist is around that thought, that idea and desire to help bring people 

“One Step Closer…to HOPE”

So please pray for us as we try to bring people

one step closer, and know that we will be doing

the same for you.

Blessings and love from us to you – may the

rest of the term be a great one for you and

your family!!

2 Corinthians 4:18

So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, 

but on what is unseen. For what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 
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